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The Orchid Society of Middle Tennessee treated
about seventy-five registrants to a celebration of
the 50" Anniversary of the Mid-America Orchid
Congress in Franklin, Tennessee on October 30
through November 1, 2009. The Franklin Marriott
Hotel provided beautiful accommodations and a
great site for the exhibits, lectures, sales, auction,
and banquet. It is always advantageous when all
aspects of a meeting/show this size can be in one
location! The sales area provided an opportunity
for orchid enthusiasts, whether amateur or
advanced, to select from a broad array of orchids,
both species and hybrids. Also one could purchase
a good orchid reference book or browse the
beautiful selection of orchid china, glassware and
orchid apparel. Saturday’s lectures: The Role of
DNA in Orchid Classification: Why So Many Name
Changes? presented by Ken Cameron; The True
Encyclias by Erich Michel; or an illuminating topic
entitled Orchid Sex presented by Ron McHatton.

A delicious meal during the banquet followed on
Saturday evening with lively entertainment provided
by the Ridgetop Ramblers, a very talented
Tennessee bluegrass band. Highlight of the
evening was Tom Harper’s thoughtful and delightful
Powerpoint presentation commemorating the
history of the MAOC illustrated with candid photos
of past participants and “celebrities”.

On Saturday morning, Alvin Bolt assisted by Aileen
Garrison ably guided the 36 judges in eleven ribbon
teams and six AOS teams as they evaluated the 33
exhibits and 584 entries. The judges identified 30

Charles and Susan Wilson, Hernando, MS.

3. Phrag. longifolium 'Eloise’, CCE/AQOS, 93 pts.--
Vic Taylor, Dayton, TN.

4. Phal. lindenii 'Tejas', AM/AOS, 82 pts.--Ken
Avant, Kingston Springs, TN.

5. Phal. hieroglyphica 'Chasus', CCM/AQS, 81
pts.--Charles and Susan Wilson, Hernando, MS.

6. Slc. Mini-Beau 'Lemar', HCC/AQOS, 79 pts. (Sc.
Beaufort x L. lucasiana)--Marcella Johnston,
Colbert, GA.

7. Oncidium Autumn Splash 'Woodlands',
AM/AQS, 81 pts. (Cloud Ears x forbesii)--Woodland
Orchids, Charlotte, NC.

8. Denrobium Mini Snowflake 'Geffrey' AM/AQOS,
81 pts. (aberrans x johnsoniae)--Geffrey A. Ivey,
Knoxville, TN.

9. Angraecum panicifolium 'Kenzie' CBR/AOS
(Provisional)--Michel Orchid Nursery, Moorsville,
IN.

10. Bulbophyllum Elizabeth Ann 'Jean’
CCE/AQOS, 95 pts. (longissimum x rothschild-
ianum)--Marble Branch Farms, Walhalla, SC.

Marble Branch Farms received the AOS Show
Trophy with 84 points for the best exhibit, and the
Orchid Society of Middle Tennessee received the
Mid-America Perpetual Trophy for the outstanding
exhibit by an affiliated society for their large exhibit
with a creative Wizard of Oz theme.

Other Mid-America Orchid Congress trophies:
1. Memoria Raymond McCullough

Epidendrum/Encyclia Award--Epid. veroscriptum
'Margo', Marble Branch Farms, Walhalla, SC.



2. Christine M. Chowning Angraecoid Award--
Angcm. leonis 'Stones River', Stones River
Orchids, Franklin, TN.

3. Clifford and Vivian Walters Oncidium Alliance
Award —Onc. Autumn Splash 'Woodlands'
AM/AQS, Woodland Orchids, Charlotte, NC.

On Sunday morning forty registrants attended the
Affiliated Societies Committee buffet breakfast.
Chair Mary Beth Mansour led a lively discussion on
Creative Approaches to Local Orchid Shows.
These breakfasts are always well attended and
provide an opportunity for valuable feedback and
information on how you can make your local orchid
society more productive, involve membership more
effectively, and trouble-shoot problems you are
experiencing. Topics of discussion and interest
included:

e Use of local TV shows for advertising your
upcoming show including the option of an on-
site anchorman or weatherman telecast; an
orchid in bloom on the news desk which can
elicit discussion on orchids in general or the
show in particular; other societies provide news
anchors orchid corsages with key information
about show days and hours

e free admission and/or free parking

e discount admission coupons in newspapers or
coupons for a free plant

e making sure your society members are all
involved in some aspect of the show especially
at tear-down when help is really needed

e provide the opportunity for attendees to access
the sales areas easily if they see a plant they
may want to purchase; put the plant sales area
in a central location

¢ help vendors and exhibitors unload and load
vehicles at the show site; provide readily
accessible food or hospitality room for vendors
and volunteers during the show

¢ invite judges well in advance of upcoming
shows and after their commitment to judge
remind them via email or postcard as to date,
location and time

e the importance of on-site lunches for judges
and clerks which allows for prompt completion
of all judging aspects of the show especially

AOS judging; advantages of providing an on-
site breakfast for judges/clerks the morning of
judging—hungry judges give fewer awards?

e s it necessary to pay one night’s lodging for
judges who travel great distance? do any
societies provide this service?

e a surprising range of charges for vendor tables
-- $85 - $250; what is a fair charge?

e the importance of loyalty to vendors who
participate regularly in your shows

e the importance of reciprocating attendance and
participation for both judges and exhibitors in
neighboring shows

e the advantages of having monthly AOS judging
on the weekend of your local show; this will
increase judging attendance and attract the
public who may want to learn more about the
AOS judging system; could increase AOS
membership

e novel approaches to trophies; suncatcher or
artwork instead of the usual etched plate or clay
pot; the importance and advantage of obtaining
sponsors to underwrite the cost of trophies —
thank sponsors via newsletters, posters, etc.

e diverse rents for show space — from free to a
high of $7,800 for the weekend

At the Sunday morning Business Meeting of the
Congress, we learned that Saturday night’s auction
plus a silent auction during the Business Meeting
brought in $3,771.

President Mark van der Woerd asked people to
look at the Mid-America website, which is currently
being reworked and updated. He would like
affiliated societies to check their own entry and
advise him of any needed additions or corrections.
(www.midamericanorchids.org)

Actions taken by MAOC:

e Authorized donation to the AOS for the care
and maintenance of their orchid collection --
$2000.



American Orchid Society COO Dr. Ron McHatton presents a
framed certificate to Mark commemorating the Mid-America’s
50 years.

e Named Treasurer Jan Yates Orchidist of the
Year

Lois Holmes from Orchidist-of-the-Year Committee presenting
trophy to Jan Yates

¢ Elected officers for 2010:

o President Doug Martin
1*! Vice President Aileen Garrison
2" Vice President Jordan Hawley
Secretary Roberta Ginavan
Treasurer Jan Yates

O O O O
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Plan to attend the next Mid-America Orchid
Congress, March 19-21, 2010, in Omaha, NE. The
topic of the Affiliated Societies Breakfast will be
“Conservation Efforts by Local Orchid Societies.”

We will discuss conservation support by the society
as well as planning the conservation of our own
personal collection.

If you have any questions for the Affiliated Societies
Committee or the MAOC in general feel free to
contact any of the Committee members below. We
are all committed to helping you make your
membership in MAOC meaningful and profitable.

Mary Beth Mansour
Fairview Park, OH
mbmansouri@cox.net

Doug Hartong
Roswell, GA
catmando@mindspring.com

Judith Rapacz

Madison, WI
jorapacz@facstaff.wisc.edu
(November 1-April 1)

Ft. Myers, FL

Doris Asher
East Lansing, Ml
asherdoris@juno.com

Roberta Ginavan
Treynor, 1A
ginavan@verizon.net

* % * * *x * * *x * * *x *x * *x *x * *x *x * *x *x * * *

SPECIAL AUCTION ITEM IN OMAHA

Have you seen the computer software OrchidWiz
in use? If you have, you know how powerful and
useful it is! Roberta Ginavan, Chair of the Ways
and Means Committee, announces that a copy of
the software with accompanying license will be
one of the items auctioned off Saturday night in
Omaha. This wonderful program is provided to
Mid-America by the program’s creators free of
charge.

If you don’t already own OrchidWiz, here is an
opportunity to get it — and to help the Congress
simultaneously.



Mid-America Orchid Congress
Spring Meeting
March 19-21, 2010
Hosted by the Mid-America Orchid Congress and held in conjunction with
Greater Omaha Orchid Society’s
Twenty-third Annual Orchid Show and Sale

Mid-America Orchid Congress Greater Omaha Orchid Society
Meeting Location Orchid Show Location
Omaha Marriott Lauritzen Gardens
10220 Regency Circle Omaha’s Botanical Center
Omaha, NE 68114 100 Bancroft Street
402-399-9000 Omaha, NE 68108

Mid-America Orchid Congress Events

Saturday Afternoon Orchid Programs
The World of Cypripediums

Carson Whitlow
Carson is the owner of Cyp Haven and webmaster of the Orchid Mall. He has grown Cypripediums
since 1973 and produced the first registered artificial hybrids of Cypripedium in 1987.

Orchid Conservation for the 22" Century

Scott Stewart, Ph.D.
Scott is a member of the North American Regional Orchid Specialist Group, a part of the ICUN Species Survival
Commission, as well as the Native Orchid Conference, Inc. Conservation Committee.
He is the Associate Editor of the North American Native Orchid Journal.

Growing Orchids the EnLightened Way: Gardening Under Fluorescent Lights

Ernie Gemeinhart
Ernie is the owner of EnLightened Orchids. He has been growing orchids under fluorescent lights since 1997.
He grows primarily Paphiopedilums, Phragmipediums, Phalaenopsis and mini and compact Cattleyas.

Saturday Night Orchid Delights!
The Mid-America FUN-raiser
Enjoy some laughs and place your bids at this popular auction

Dinner and a Speaker
People I've Met & Orchids I've Killed or .......

Doug Watson
Doug is a Past President of Mid-America Orchid Congress. He has been the General Manager, Worldwide Orchids, Inc.
since 2001. Before that Doug was the owner of Gemstone Orchids and a Phalaenopsis hybridizer.

Hotel Reservations For more details and registration forms
MAQOC room rate $99 + tax visit the Mid-America Orchid Congress website
visit the Mid-America Orchid Congress website or www.midamericanorchids.org

call Marriott Reservations at 888-236-2427 toll-free



Mid-America Orchid Congress
Spring Meeting
March 19-21, 2010

Make your reservations early!

MAOC will not be the biggest thing in Omaha that weekend.
The NCAA wrestling tournament will also be there,
and many hotels are already booked.

Look who showed up for the Auction! It's Miss Dolly (and her cousin)!?
(AKA President Doug Martin and Beth Martin)
Date of the Auction? — October 311 Halloween!



FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Dear fellow orchid lovers,

| am very honored to have been elected President
of the Mid-America Orchid Congress at the recent
meeting in Franklin, Tennessee. The first MAOC
meeting | attended was in the spring of 1992 in
Nashville, and was also hosted by the Orchid
Society of Middle Tennessee. It was a life
changing event. | was a new orchid grower, and
completely addicted to these incredible plants. My
wife, Beth, was with me but wasn'’t yet hooked. But
by the time the weekend was over, she had orchid
fever as bad as me. As we drove out of the hotel
parking lot on Sunday afternoon, we were already
making plans to attend the next MAOC meeting.
Since then we’ve been to 34 Mid-America meetings
and missed only one. So | am, as | said, deeply
honored to be selected to lead this organization
which has become a large part of our life.

At the recent meeting Mid-America celebrated its
fiftieth anniversary. Tom Harper gave a
presentation at the banquet highlighting the history
of those years. There is much there that we can be
proud of. However, in the last few years we have
been going through a period of transition. We are
now financially stable and there is no doubt that we
will continue to be an active, ongoing organization.
We can now look outward and ask how Mid-
America can benefit our affiliated societies. While |
am President, | want to find more ways for Mid-
America to partner with our member societies to
strengthen them, particularly in the area of
education. But I'm not sure of the best way to do
that. Would it be to sponsor jointly a speaker
series? Perhaps provide ideas for beginners’
programs? Or something completely different? |
need your help. Please think about how Mid-
America could work with your society to help your
members learn more about these plants that we are
all fascinated by. Contact me or any other Mid-
America officer or committee chair to share your
thoughts. Our names, email addresses and phone
numbers are on the MAOC website:
www.midamercanorchids.org. Let us know your
ideas.

Doug Martin

Doug Martin all set to preside

REGISTER FOR SUNDAY BREAKFAST

The MAOC Affiliated Societies Breakfast will be
held on Sunday, March 21, 2010 at the Omaha
Marriott, 10220 Regency Circle in Omaha
Nebraska. The topic will be “Conservation Efforts
by Local Orchid Societies.”

Many opportunities exist for local orchid societies to
promote conservation of orchids locally and to join
other societies to address the issue on a global
scale. How do societies participate in an active
role? Individual members of societies have
developed collections of orchids, species and
hybrids threatening to be extinct. What plans can
be made to protect these orchids at the end of your
ability to care for orchids? These are the questions
to be discussed at the Breakfast.

The Breakfast offers a forum to share ideas and
challenges facing orchid growers and societies.
Plan to attend the Affiliated Societies Breakfast to
share your ideas and to learn from the experiences
of others.

Mary Beth Mansour, Chair
Affiliated Societies Committee
mbmansour1@cox.net
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CONTINUE TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF MAOC

Remind your Society to pay its 2009 dues. As a
member of the Mid-America Orchid Congress,
your Society joins orchid societies in 17 states, as
well as in Ontario, Canada, to fund education,
research and conservation. The amount of dues
is based on the number of members in your
Society: $0.50/member, $15.00 minimum.

Dues forms are available from our Treasurer Jan
Yates (jyates11@earthlink.net)

A completed form, listing the contact persons in
your Society, enables MAOC to send the
Congress’s newsletter, The Mid-American, to
members of your Society. The Mid-American
informs your Society of issues related to the
operation of a successful society, including

changes in show schedule rules and classification.

Mary Beth Mansour, Chair
Affiliated Societies Committee

FROM YOUR EDITOR

Thank you, Doug and Beth Martin, Roberta
Ginavan, Jeff Delmas, and Mary Beth Mansour,
for your articles in this issue, Tom and Laura
Harper for your photographs and Dot Potter
Barnett for technical assistance. | welcome input
— suggestions, corrections, and articles to be
published are all welcome.

Keep those e-mail messages coming!

Doris Asher, Editor
277 N Hagadorn Rd
E Lansing Ml 48823
(517) 332-0004
asherdoris@juno.com

JAN YATES MID-AMERICA’S ORCHIDIST OF THE
YEAR

Please join us in congratulating Jan Yates, the
2009 Mid-America Orchid Congress Orchidist of the
Year. Jan currently serves as MAOC Treasurer
and is also the chair of the Budget Committee. In
addition to supporting MAOC, she is an accredited
judge of the American Orchid Society and is the
chair of the Cincinnati Judging Center.

In presenting the MAOC’s highest honor, Lois
Holmes from the Orchidist-of-the-Year Committee
noted especially Jan’s outstanding service in re-
chartering the Mid-America Orchid Congress as an
Ohio corporation and obtaining its 501(c)(3) status
as a tax-exempt educational organization. Jan also
arranged for the reproduction of the MAOC’s orchid
name pronunciation guide CD and serves as the
distributor of the CD. She has also contributed
many interesting and entertaining items to the
MAOC auctions, ranging from wine corks to bat
guano. In recent years she has been active in
organizing several MAOC meetings hosted by
various affiliated societies as well as the MAOC
itself. Congratulations, Jan, and thank you!

Jan Yates with her Orchidist-of-the-Year Trophy.
Congratulations, Jan!



ORCHIDS IN NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

The September 2009 issue of National Geographic
features an article by Michael Pollan, pp. 106-121,
entitled "Love & lies {Orchids}”. Beautifully
illustrated, this article concerns the various
strategies orchids employ in attracting pollinators.

Doris Asher, Editor
asherdoris@juno.com

REGISTRATION PROCESS FEEDBACK
REQUESTED

| enjoyed serving as plant registrar at the recent
MAOC Show in Franklin, TN and visiting with
everyone! | would like to ask that if you were
involved in the judging process as an exhibitor,
judge, or clerk, please provide me your comments
or suggestions to improve the registration system
used at the Show. | am always looking to improve
it and have already received some comments from
individuals attending the Show. Please send any
comments to: jeff@delmasfamily.net.

Jeff Delmas
Heart of Dixie Orchid Society

HELPFUL INFORMATION FROM MAOC

The year 2009 is the 50" anniversary of the Mid-
America Orchid Congress

* * %

Show Schedule Committee still needs data on the
number of entries in each class in your local orchid
show — send to

Lois Cinert, Co-Chair

595 Sharon Way

Bolingbrook IL 60440-1350

(630) 739-1068

george.cinert@att.net

* % %

Need Mid-America entry tags for registration of
plants and exhibits at your Show?

Order from Tom Ott
22 Algonquin Lane
St. Louis MO 63119
(314) 961-3088
maryott@swbell.net

Send check made payable to MAOC in the amount
of $30.00 for 1000 tags; remember to enclose
address to which to send them.

* * %

For sale: MAOC CD published in 2005 entitled
“Orchid names: a pronunciation guide” by Gerda
Ferrington. $10.00 each ($13.00 each if need to be
mailed to you). Send check made payable to
MAOQOC to Jan Yates, Treasurer, 4110 Rose Hill
Avenue, Cincinnati OH 45229-1527; remember to
enclose address to which to send them.

* * %

Mid-America Constitution & By-laws is available on
the Mid-America website
(www.midamericanorchids.org)

* * %

The 2009 edition of the Mid-America Show
Schedule and the July 2009 edition of the
supplemental material edited by Lowell Jacks are
all available on the Mid-America website
(www.midamericanorchids.org)

* * %

For advice or assistance in hosting a future
Congress, contact Tim Brooks
(timcbrooks@aol.com; 867 Edgewater Dr.,
Lexington, KY 40502 (859-268-4567))

* * %

The complete minutes from the March 29, 2009,
Business Meeting as approved in Franklin, TN, on
November 1, 2009, are available on the Mid-
America website — or soon will be
(www.midamericanorchids.org)




MID-AMERICA MEMBER SOCIETIES
2009

Alabama Orchid Society

Ann Arbor Orchid Society*
Atlanta Orchid Society

Batavia Orchid Society
Blackhawk Orchid Society

Blue Grass Orchid Society
Central Indiana Orchid Society*
Central lowa Orchid Society
Central Kentucky Orchid Society
Central Missouri Orchid Society*
Central Ohio Orchid Society
Central Ontario Orchid Society*
Eastern lowa Orchid Society*
Grand Valley Orchid Society
Greater Akron Orchid Society
Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society
Greater Cleveland Orchid Society*
Greater Lansing Orchid Society
Greater Omaha Orchid Society
Greater Pensacola Orchid Society*
Greater Toledo Orchid Society*

Gulf Coast Orchid Society

Heart of Dixie Orchid Society*

lllinois Orchid Society

lllowa Orchid Society

Kentucky Orchid Society

Kingwood Orchid Society*

Lincoln Orchid Society

London Orchid Society*

Memphis Orchid Society

Miami Valley Orchid Society

Michiana Orchid Society

Michigan Orchid Society

Northeast Alabama Orchid Society
Northeastern Wisconsin Orchid Society*
Northwestern Michigan Orchid Society
Orchid Growers Guild Inc. of Madison
Orchid Society of Greater Kansas City
Orchid Society of Greater St. Louis

Orchid Society of Middle Tennessee

Orchid Society of Minnesota

Orchid Society of the Royal Botanic Gardens™
Paducah Orchid Society

Peoria Orchid Society

Prairie State Orchid Society

Saginaw Valley Orchid Society

Smoky Mountain Orchid Society*

South Metro Orchid Society

South Mississippi Orchid Society*

Three Rivers Orchid Society

West Shore Orchid Society of Northern Ohio
Windsor Orchid Society

Wisconsin Orchid Society

*Not yet renewed for 2009

Note: If your Society is not listed and you believe it
is a member, please contact me. Or, if | have your
Society listed as not yet having renewed for 2009
and you believe it has, let me know that as well. |
will investigate!  Doris Asher

Another note: Congress Treasurer Jan Yates has
mailed out dues notices for the 2009 membership
year. Please contact her if yours has gone astray.
(iyates11@earthlink.net)




